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Dear Resident: 

In Canton, one of the most commonly received complaints by the police department is vehicles 
speeding through subdivisions. Although this is a year-round issue, complaints always increase 
during the warm weather months due to the large influx of pedestrians and children out and 
about in their neighborhoods. 

This summer, Canton Police Department's Special Enforcement Unit officers will be actively 
working traffic details in residential neighborhoods, hoping to improve driver habits and create 
safer environments for our residents . To achieve this goal, officers will be utilizing a zero 
tolerance approach in the issuance of citations. 

The use of traffic citations is two-fold . First, they can be a deterrent to unsafe driving; and 
second, they can be a method of correction for someone with poor driving habits-such as 
failing to stop at stop signs or speeding. Either way, the desired final outcome is the same: 
improved safety in our neighborhoods and on the roadways. 

In addition to the police department's efforts this summer, we are asking for residents' 
assistance in making our streets safer. Neighborhood Watch groups, homeowner associations 
and business/community leaders are asked to encourage family, friends and neighbors to slow 
down and drive safely. When drivers speed in our residential neighborhoods the people most at 
risk are pedestrians, especially children. 

The majority of our motorists drive at a safe speed, but there are always those who don't. Last 
year Canton had 2,425 traffic crashes; 300 of those involved injuries and two were fatal. Over 
the last five years Canton has had 16 crashes that involved at least one fatality each. For this 
reason, the police department always considers traffic safety to be a primary focus of their 
efforts. 

Please join the Canton Police Department on being committed to making the neighborhoods in 
our community a safer place to live. 

Patrick E. Nemecek 
Director of Public Safety 
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